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An open letter to all players and associates of the B&DCPL
Dear fellow pool enthusiast,

For as long as I have been a part of it, the B&DCPL has prided itself on the high level of sportsmanship with which the League is conducted. However, I am concerned by the recent increase in both written and verbal complaints from members about the behaviour and conduct of a small number of players and spectators at matches.


A Thursday night pool match, while in many cases a tense and competitive evening, should always be conducted in an environment that is both friendly and fun for all players. It saddens me that the standards of sportsmanship seem to be slipping.
To be sure the vast majority of our matches are played in an excellent atmosphere and I thank you for that. Unfortunately there is no denying the increasing number of players who come to me or to other members of the Committee expressing concerns about incidents at matches. 


Of course, a certain amount of banter is to be expected and maybe even encouraged but it seems that there is more and more barracking which is perhaps not intended to be rude or distracting, but is taken that way by the opposition. 
It is vital to the continuation of the League that we encourage young players to join our teams. It will be difficult to achieve that if parents are reluctant to bring their budding players to matches because of concerns about how players conduct themselves.
Team Captains are responsible for the conduct of their players, and also for that of their spectators and club members. Remember that members of a visiting team are guests in your club and I ask that you treat them as such. I encourage all captains to ensure that everyone acts in a manner that allows matches to be played in a friendly way. 
I look forward to seeing you all over the coming seasons. Enjoy your pool,
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